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Attached are the most recent City of Lawton traffic count data.  The locations where counts are taken support the transportation planning process.  Historically, the traffic count data has been provided by the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT).  The Lawton Metropolitan Planning Organization contracted with MultiTRANS to collected traffic data at specific locations to supplement the data collected by ODOT for the update of the 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan.   This information is also available at http://www.cityof.lawton.ok.us/planning.htm
The attached printout is divided into twelve columns.  

1)   Columns 1-3 give the location of the count.  

2)   Columns 4-8 identify the year and agency that collected the data.  

a) Traffic volumes were collected on various city streets by MultiTRANS during April 18-24, 2004.  Counts were conducted at 39 locations (19 street segments and 20 intersections) over a 24-hour period to determine the overall average daily vehicle trips and provide peak hourly volumes. These vehicle counts were supplemented by traffic counts from the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT). The ODOT counts were conducted in 1999, 2001 & 2003.  

3)   Column 9 is the road capacity.  

a) For the purposes of long range transportation planning capacity is the traffic a street can accommodate in a 24-hour period with acceptable maneuverability, queues, and speed.  

4)   Column 10 is the road volume divided by the capacity.  

a) Congestion is measured by comparing the traffic on a segment of a street to the traffic that street was designed and constructed to carry.  This is most commonly described as the volume to capacity ratio.  Volume is the number of vehicles traveling on a street segment over a 24-hour period and called the Average Daily Traffic (ADT).

5)   Column 11 is the Level of Service (LOS).  

a) Level-of-service is a qualitative measure of both the operating conditions of a traffic system as well as the perceived conditions by drivers and passengers. Level-of-service range from LOS A, which indicates good operating conditions with little or no delay, to LOS F, which indicates extreme congestion and long vehicle delays.

6)   Column 12 is the roadway Functional Classification.

a) The most recent functional classification system was developed by staff and ODOT and adopted by the Transportation Policy Committee in October 2002.   

b) The principal arterial (PA) system carries the majority of trips entering and leaving the urban area, as well as the majority of through movements desiring to bypass the central city.  The principal arterial system is stratified as follows: (1) Interstate, (2) other freeways and expressways, and (3) other principal arterials (with no control of access). 

c) The urban minor arterial (MA) street system interconnects with and supports the urban principal arterial system and provides service to trips of moderate length and a somewhat lower level of travel mobility than principal arterials.  The urban minor arterial street system includes all arterials not classified as a principal arterial and contains facilities that place more emphasis on land access than the higher system, and offer a lower level of traffic mobility. 

d) The collector (C) street system provides both land access service and traffic circulation within residential neighborhoods, commercial and industrial areas. It differs from the arterial system in that facilities on the collector system may penetrate residential neighborhoods, distributing trips from the arterials through the area to the ultimate destination.  The collector street also collects traffic from local streets in residential neighborhoods and channels it into the arterial system.  

e) The local (LO) street comprises the majority of streets and primary purpose is to serve local traffic within the Lawton Metropolitan Area. The general purpose of this street is to carry traffic having destination or origin on the street itself. C:\Documents and Settings\mweiss\Desktop\Website Postings\CountExplanation.wpd
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